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A broad coalition of environmental and development organizations organized “Planet Diversity,” which took

place during negotiations on the Convention on Biological Diversity in May 2008 in Bonn, Germany. More than

700 participants from 100 countries discussed the future of agriculture and food. As the official negotiations began,
6,000 people demonstrated against genetic engineering and patenting of life forms, for local agriculture and the
protection of biological diversity. Afterwards 15,000 people visited the Festival of Diversity on the banks of the Rhine
River. Well known activists like Vandana Shiva, Farida Akhter and Florianne Koechlin, as well as farmwomen and
scientists, artists and peace activists and concerned mothers make it clear: the future of our natural world,
agriculture and food cannot be saved by technical fixes, but should be lived, enjoyed, respected and developed

by us all: regionally, fairly and without genetic engineering!
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